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Though I am small, my….God, my all, you 
work great things in me. 

Throughout the Advent Season at Christ Lutheran we 
will sing Canticle of the Turning written by Rory 
Cooney.  The hymn is Mary’s Song, the Magnificat. 

My soul magnifies the Lord, 
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of          
his servant. 

Surely, from now on all generations will call me 
blessed; 

for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and 
holy is his name. 

His mercy is for those who fear him from                   
generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm; 
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 

he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 

He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 

according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

 

Advent is the season of waiting and longing.  Waiting for God to come…to come and do what?   . . 
.to come and be what?  To come and be born, to be our Savior to rescue us from all the chaos of this 
world that keeps us from seeing all the great works that God does in each of us. 

A member of Christ Lutheran shared that her mother is dying.  There is much pain in the dying for 
with it has come a flood of the many should have, could have and would have’s of life.  I wonder as 
I sing this canticle of turning if we forget that though we are small God is so in love with us that 
God sent Jesus at Christmas to save us from ourselves.  Saved from ourselves, so that God can be at 
work in us doing great things, in you, in me, in each of us.  As we wait and long for Jesus to be born 
anew in us this year let us also see the great things that God is doing in each of us and name them as 
holy! 
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Our Christ Lutheran Family: 
 

In our thoughts & prayers: Deb Smith-Hutton, Joanne Cree, Don Kjorness, Mike Stark,   
Edna Beers, Bob LePage, and Aaron Insley. 
 

Our Christian love and prayers:  

..to the family & friends of Dolores Tacke.  Her memorial service was held here on Nov. 16.    

..to Bill and Sally Wacker as they mourn the loss of Sally’s brother David.                           
    May God comfort those who mourn.  

                              

Thank you. . .                    
. . to my CLC church family for the thoughts, prayers, cards and visits during my recent knee 
surgery.      Deb Smith-Hutton               
. . to Sally Wacker and Joyce Kisch for cleaning up the outside gardens of the church in 
preparation for the winter months.                 
. . All of you who donated to the Operation Christmas Child project.  We were able to deliver 
gift boxes to the drop off site to be sent all over the world to children who wouldn’t usually get 
a gift at this time of the year.  Thank you for your generosity!                        
. .to Blaine Erickson and Bob and Joyce Kisch for “hanging the greens” in preparation for the 
Advent season at CLC.         

          

 

From the Board of Administration:  Through October of this year, the church boards 
have been very diligent in overseeing their budgets.  Year to date, we have spent $13,000 less 
than budgeted for expenses.  We are however, over $30,000 behind in planned giving.  As we 
approach year end, please keep CLC in your thoughts and prayers and tithing.  
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December Adult Forums:          
Dec. 6  Scandinavian & German Christmas 
  Traditions           
Dec. 13 Children’s Christmas Program— 
  Adult Social Hour          
Dec. 20 Christmas Hymn Fest led by Arline 
  Beutel                      
Dec. 27 Christmas—Adult Social Hour 
 

Wednesday Night Dinner Donations:  
Can you help out by donating some of the 
items we need for “Walking Tacos” for the 
December 2 dinner.  We need:                         
 1 extra large bag shredded lettuce 
 1 extra large sour cream  
 2-3 dozen cookies 

The supplies need to be to church by Nov. 30.  
Any questions, call Vicki in the office. 

 
Meditation:  Healing Meditation on the 
scriptures will be offered Monday evenings 
Dec. 7 and 21, please join us in the Fireside 
Room from 7-8:00 p.m.  Why meditate? 
 

Meditation slows down the brain and body to a 
restful place.  As the body slows to this restful 
place there are chemical changes in the body 
that produce healing. 
 

Jesus would often steal away from the disci-
ples in order to meditate and be alone with 
God. So for us, meditation is about taking a 
few moments from our busy lives to enter into 
a sacred space and center and connect with 
God. 
 

If you have any questions regarding the medi-
tation please contact Terry Laidig at 270-3751.
      

Afternoon in Bethlehem:  Join us on 
Saturday, Dec. 5 for a trip back in time to 
Bethlehem; the gates will be open from 
10:30 a.m.—12:00 noon. All are welcome, 
the more the merrier! Take part of the Cen-
sus, shop at the Bakery, Candy Shop, Jew-
elry Shop and Painting Shop, and visit with 
the town’s people and the Shepherds who 
can take you to visit with Mary and Joseph 
in the stable. The Roman soldiers will be 
patrolling the market place making sure all 
is running smoothly and watching for 
thieves but not even the soldiers can help 
you with the pesky tax collector!  Christmas 
Program practice ends at 10:15 a.m.; stop 
by before the gates open and make some 
currency to use at the shops.  
 

Summer ‘10 Youth Trip to TZ: If 
you are interested in being part of a youth 
trip to Tanzania next summer and will have 
graduated from 9th grade in May ‘09, 
please contact Pastor Julie or Nora 
Gilbertson.  The tentative travel dates are 
June 27-July 16, 2010.  An important meet-
ing to attend with one parent or adult is on 
Sunday, December 6 at 11:45 a.m. 
 

 

 

Christmas Bake Sale-December 13:  
Be a baker and/or a buyer!  Gather your fa-
vorite recipes for any kind of baked good-
ies.  Bake them up and bring them to the 
library on Sat., December 12 or before 8:00 
a.m. on Sun., December 13.  Happy Bak-
ing! 

 
 

Women’s Book Club:  We will meet 
on  Monday, December  28 at 6:30 p.m. at 
Sharon Dornfeld’s home  to discuss “A 
Redbird Christmas” by Fannie Flagg.  All 
are welcome. 
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Senior Lunch:  We will not be meeting 
for lunch in December.  We’ll start back up 
on Wednesday, January 20, 2010 at 12:00 
noon.  All seniors are invited for lunch in the 
lower level.  All are welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mitten Tree:  This annual tree has been on 
display in the narthex for a few weeks now.  
It is gaining many beautiful decorations.  
Please continue to bring in these gifts of 
warmth in the form of mittens, gloves, hat, 
scarves, and socks for adults and children.  
Items will be delivered around Dec. 18 so 
your donations are needed NOW! 

 

More Than Money Matters, an interac-
tive, values-based money management work-
shop, that will be offered at Christ Lutheran 
on Saturday, Jan. 16 & 30, 2010 from 8:30 
a.m. -noon.  Childcare provided (please pre-
register this need).  The workshop, developed 
by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, will be 
presented by David Boorman.  You’ll learn 
how to identify what’s most important in your 
lives and set goals. You’ll also learn how to 
make sharing, saving and spending decisions 
in line with your values, and use basic man-
agement tools to help you budget, reduce debt 
and find money to save.  To register, call the 
church office at 777-2881—please indicate if 
you will need childcare.  The registration 
deadline is Sunday, January 20, 2010.  For 
more information, call the church office at 
777-2881.  No products are offered for sale at 
these informational events. 

              CLC/First Lutheran                
Ministering Angels Partnership    

Help for the Homeless 
As one of their many missions, CLC's 
WELCA will be supporting the Lake Elmo 
Ministering Angels for the months of January 
and February, 2010.  Ministering Angels col-
lects clothing, bedding, kitchen items and 
small appliances to be distributed to those in 
need.  Items for “Apartment Starter Kits” 
may be brought to CLC and placed in the 
hallway across from the church office door.  
Please let the church office know you are 
leaving items at church, or call Meg Corrigan 
at (651) 604-0687.  “Kits” may be put to-
gether before donating, or individual items 
are welcome as well.  Some ideas for these 
“kits” include: 

CLOTHING:  clean, gently used but in sea-
son clothes for women, men and children; 
boots and shoes; outerwear including scarves 
and gloves/mittens; pajamas and nightgowns, 
NEW underwear; jewelry including watches. 

BEDDING: clean, gently used sheets, blan-
kets, bedspreads, comforters, pillows for all 
size beds including toddler and crib. 

KITCHEN:  plates, bowls, flatware, cooking 
utensils, pots and pans, dishtowels and dish-
rags, wastebaskets, brooms, dustpans. 

SMALL APPLIANCES:  toasters, coffee 
makers, toaster ovens, crock pots, etc. in 
working order. 
 

Several members of CLC have met with Min-
istering Angels and First Lutheran Church St. 
Paul to put together a process to collect used 
furniture.  However, it will take time to se-
cure funding through grants as well as storage 
space before larger donations can be taken.  
For now, we will limit donations accepted to 
the items above.  Thanks to all CLC members 
who have donated furniture and household 
items in the past.  All items donated so far 
have made a difference to families and indi-
viduals in need.  Let’s see what we can col-
lect for January and February! 



 

 

Calendar of Events: 
 Dec. 2 –  Confirmation 

 Dec. 4 –  Friday Fellowship 

 Dec. 9 –  Confirmation 

 Dec. 16 –  Confirmation 

 Dec. 23 –  NO Confirmation 

 Dec. 30 –  NO Confirmation 
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Christ Lutheran Church 

Youth Page 

From The Youth Director. . . 

WOW!  I can’t believe that it is already December, I feel like the fall 
just got kicked off yesterday!!  Before we know it, Christmas will be 
over, the ground will be covered with snow and all we will be able to 
talk about is when Target field opens this spring!  But what an amazing 
few months of fall the youth at Christ Lutheran have had! 

 We had an amazing mission trip to Jamaica, where we worked hard on many various 
projects that Robin’s Nest needed to get accomplished.  Friday Fellowships are continuing on 
monthly, Coffee Tuesdays are still going strong and Confirmation is off and running after an 
amazing start to the year!  All in all, things are going fantastically well here at Christ Lu-
theran. 

   I just wanted to take a second and thank all of you for your support, help, encourage-
ment and dedication to the youth at Christ Lutheran.  Without all of your continued support, 
nothing would happen here.  So, thank you so much, you have truly made this past year and 
amazing one for the youth here at Christ.  There are some fantastic events planned for the 
spring, so make sure and keep your eyes open for the information that will be coming out in 
the next few months! 

The Youth Board will be putting together CARE packages to 
send to our 18 college kids.  If you would like to donate 
school supplies, snacks, fast food gift cards or make a mone-

tary donation to be used to purchase items, please bring them to the 
office by Sunday, December 6.  Our college youth really look forward to this each year.  
Thank you for thinking of them.  Questions, check with Michael. 



 By Cleone Pritchard 
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As you heard at the Thankoffering Service,  EVERY woman at CLC is a member  of our Women of 
the ELCA (WELCA) unit.   Please read on to learn about the varied activities occurring this month.   
Where can you offer your time and talents in support of these endeavors? …… 
 

1.  Give thanks to Virginia Lehrke and Diana Merkl for their organizing efforts that made our annual 
Thankoffering Service an informative, worshipful day and to Bev Nelson for her dedication to arrang-
ing our participation in the Operation Christmas Child project.   What a wonderful array of gifts have 
been given to the women of this church and how generously they are using them in service to our 
community and in praise to God. 

2.  Learn about the “Sunshine List” of CLC members who appreciate being remembered and thought 
of by the congregation.  About 20 people are paired with a visitor and remembered on their birthday 
and many holidays.  Accompany some of these visitors OR send a card or make a visit on your own. 

3.  Participate in the delectable experience that our annual Christmas Bake Sale affords.   Prepare a 
new, or a family favorite, holiday treat to bring for the December 13 sale.  Take time that morning to 
examine the array of goodies to purchase a delight that you don’t make yourself.   Proceeds will sup-
port the Charles LePage family in their mission work in England and Women of the ELCA mission 
projects locally and around the globe. 

4.  Bring decorations for the Mitten Tree that stand tall in the narthex.   These mittens, gloves, hats, 
scarves, and socks  bring physical warmth to bodies chilled by winter and spiritual warmth to hearts 
needing a sign that someone cares for them.   First Lutheran in St. Paul,  Lake Elmo School, and Val-
ley Outreach all have clients who will be so excited to receive these winter blessings.   Donations will 
be delivered around December  18, so start shopping (or knitting/crocheting) now!! 

5.  Save, and recycle,  by collecting the UPC bar code on Campbell Soup product labels,  the can-
celled stamps from your mail, and your no-longer-needed eyeglasses.  This is a “Year-Round” effort.  
Donations can be placed in the baskets on the desk in the outer narthex.  The labels and stamps are 
given to ELCA affiliated health facility, MOSAIC, in Beatrice, Nebraska  and the glasses are give to 
our local LIONS club to aid their vision project work. 

6.  Take part in the Equal Exchange Fair Trade project by purchasing coffee, tea, hot chocolate mix, 
or candy bars from the blue cart in the hallway north of the office.  These purchases eliminate the 
“middle man” and help struggling families keep more of the selling price which improves their lives 
and the villages in which they live. 

7.  Join with the women who meet for Bible Study the FIRST Tuesday of each month.   Sessions are 
held in the Coffee Room at 9:00 a.m.,  12:30 p.m., and 7:00 p.m.   On Dec. 1, hostesses Pat Hagberg, 
Gloria Van Demmeltraadt, and Naomi Bagley,  will prepare the refreshments which begin each ses-
sion.  This year’s  study, “To God’s Beloved”, is providing us with the challenge of the book of      
Romans.  Jackie Boorman, Sharon Dornfeld, and Cleone Pritchard will lead the discussion of lesson 4 
“Moved to a New Address”.          

   Though no one feels that we have a complete grasp of all that is being said,  we have learned impor-
tant basics such as:  this book is a letter, not poetry or history;  it was the very first written explanation 
of our faith in Jesus Christ,  Paul is introducing himself to a community he does not know, but is ea-
gerly looking forward to visiting;  it is obedience & faith, not birth as a Jew, that makes one a Child of 
God;  and  we have an incredible hope because we have a God who is faithful in His promises. That’s 
much information in just  four lessons.   Come see what more will be added in the next sessions! 
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During the second half of the Season after Pentecost, the Christ Lutheran Church Sunday 
School students spent time with some great stories from both the Hebrew Scriptures and the 
New Testament.  Together, they explored the extraordinary life and ministry of Jesus, jour-
neyed with Naomi and Ruth, discovered the courage a queen needed, and celebrated the quali-
ties of Christ.  Along the way, they were invited to consider how the stories of our faith point us 
to God’s wise ways of love and justice for each of us individually, and for our world. 

 
 

 UNDAY 
CHOOL 
ECTION 

Pre-school class taught by    
Jennifer Owens and            

Betsy Landherr (not pictured). 

The K-1st grade class taught by Anne Schloegel & Jenny Sluss (not pictured). 

Youth Christmas Program:  December brings excitement to 
the Sunday School as they prepare for the Christmas program 
“O Wondrous Mystery!” under direction of Laurel Drevlow.   
Rehearsals dates: 

Saturday, December 5: 9:00 – 10:15 a.m. 
Sunday, December 6: 9:15 – 9:45 a.m. 
Saturday, December 11: 9:00-11:00 a.m. 
Sunday, December 13: 9:15 – 10:15 a.m. 

Children’s Christmas Service: 
Sunday, December 13: 10:30 a.m. 
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December Worship Opportunities 
 

Pastor Julie Rogness, presiding minister Holy Communion is shared each Sunday. 
 

“Though I am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me.” 
 

  Sunday, December 6 – Second Sunday of Advent 

8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship and 10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Malachi 3:1-4;  Luke 1:68-79;  Philippians 1:3-11;  Luke 3:1-6 
  

  Sunday, December 13 – Third Sunday of Advent 

8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

Zephaniah 3:14-20;  Isaiah 12:2-6;  Philippians 4:4-7 
 

10:30 a.m. Sunday School Christmas Program 
  

  Sunday, December 20 – Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Advent Festival Worship 

The story of the coming of the Christ child in scripture and song. 

8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship and 10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

 Services led by Christ Lutheran Church Choirs: 

Chancel Choir, Bells of Joy Handbell Choir, Servant Song, Youth Choir, 

KidSing Choir, Kids� Ring Handbell Choir, CLC Brass 
 

 Christmas Eve, December 24 – Isaiah 9:2-7;  Psalm 96;  Titus 2:11-14;  Luke 2:1-20 

  3:30 p.m. – Family Worship 

with music by Sunday School Children and Children’s Choir and CLC Brass 

  5:00 p.m. – Candlelight Worship with Holy Communion 

  with music by the Bingea Family, Youth Singers, Handbells and Brass 

  11:00 p.m. – Candlelight Worship with Holy Communion 

  with music by Chancel Choir, Bells of Joy Handbell Choir and Brass 
 

 Christmas Day, December 25 – Isaiah 62:6-12;  Psalm 97;  Titus 3:4-7;  Luke 2:1-20 

  10:00 a.m. – Worship with Holy Communion 

  with music by the Gilbertson Family and Arline Beutel 
 

  Sunday, December 27 – First Sunday of Christmas 

9:00 a.m. Worship—Healing Service 

I Samuel 2:18-20, 26;  Psalm 148;  Colossians 3:12-17;  Luke 2:41-52 
  

As part of the Wednesday evening schedule, worship is held 6:15-6:30 each Wednesday evening. 
  

All Are Welcome! Bring your neighbors and friends to worship! 



 

Highlights from the Church Council 
Minutes from the Nov. 10 meeting: 

Old/Unfinished Business 
Lulanzi Dispensary – Fundraiser held on No-
vember 1, 2009 raised $7,000+ which will be 
matched 3-1 by funds from the Growth Fund. 
Support Staff Volunteers – November 15, 
between services, we will have coffee and 
treats to thank the volunteers.  It w as noted 
that $500 was given to the Lakeview Hospital 
Cancer Center in honor of these volunteers. 
 
Board Highlights/Action Items: 
Evangelism:  Request for donation  of monies 
for the First Lutheran Breakfast again for 
2010.  The project will continue and $3,750 
will be designated.  
Administration:  Reported that the insurance 
update for CLC has been finalized.  More in-
surance coverage was obtained at less cost 
than previously. 
Youth:   November 22, the youth that were on 
the Jamaica Mission Trip will share stories 
during the services.  Also, a banquet for those 
who went to Jamaica, their parents, and any-
one who worked on the trip will be held on 
Nov. 22 at 6:00 p.m. at CLC.  2010 trip to the 
Colorado area  is a possibility. 
Property:  A letter from the Petrofund regard-
ing the reimbursement of funds paid for the 
tasks done involving the contamination of 
Building 3549 site in 2006 has been received.  
MMSC to accept $8,180.68 reimbursement 
from Petrofund.  Ron Johnson to write/send 
acceptance letter. 
 
Discussion with Bill Michel   
Bill Michel  volunteered to come to the Coun-
cil meeting to listen to the Council’s discus-
sion and to update the council on the recom-
mendation that his committee made concern-
ing the Growth Fund and how to use monies 
from the sale of 3549 Building a couple of 
years ago. 
 

Bill indicated that the sale price being dis-
cussed a couple of years ago was approxi-
mately $700,000.  CLC had purchased the 
building a few years before for approximately 
$300,000.  Bill’s committee recommendation 
for the monies of the sale was for CLC to re-
tain $300,000 and disburse the remaining 
$400,000 as follows: give whatever was 
needed to fund the Lulanzi dispensary, and 
then split the remaining to Crossing Bridges 
and the CLC Mission Endowment Fund.  It 
was anticipated that the $400,000 disburse-
ments would be about 1/3 to each depending 
on the Lulanzi dispensary cost. 
 
However, Building 3549 was not sold and St. 
Croix Sensory continues to lease, but are look-
ing for a more suitable building to purchase or 
build. 
 
It was agreed that the Boards of Administra-
tion and Property will determine how much 
money should be retained in the Growth Fund 
to maintain Building 3549, keeping in mind 
that the parking lot may need to be re-paved 
soon, there may be some landscaping needs, 
and that it may take two years to get new ten-
ants if St. Croix Sensory were to leave.  The 
remaining Growth Fund money is referred to 
as “Excess Growth Fund Money.” 
 
Much discussion followed with ideas of how 
to be good stewards with the Excess Growth 
Fund Money.   
 
 

(Highlights continued on page 11) 
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Health & Wellness Ministry 
What is the Health & Wellness Ministry? 
This program is made-up of a group of min-
istries whose focus is the physical, emo-
tional, mental and spiritual health of the 
CLC congregation and community. The 
Health and Wellness Ministry provides re-
sources that help people care for themselves 
as well as for one another. 
 

Ministries and contacts available to the con-
gregation and community - 

Parish Nurse (Interim):     
 Nancy Schlagel 

Healing Touch Spiritual Ministry: 
 Terry Laidig 

Stephen Ministry:   
 Doug Urie 

Faith Partners:    
 Diane Lohmann/Jackie Kristenson 

Healing Ministers:   
 Terry Laidig 

Prayer Shawl Ministry:     
 Cleone Pritchard 

Prayer Chain:         
 Bonnie Kennett 
 

Stop by the Wellness Center/Parish Nurse   
Office and receive more information on 
these ministries. 

 

Parish Nurse Position Available:   
This position includes active involvement in 
visitation, health counseling, education and 
integration of faith and health.  The Parish 
Nurse will work closely with the pastor, 
health committee, volunteers as well as the 
church and community members.  This is a 
ten hour per week paid position.  For more 
information contact Pastor Julie.  You may 
apply online at Lakeview.org. 

Highlights from the Church Council 
Minutes (continued from page 10):               
It was decided that Bill’s committee would 
bring recommendations to the March 2010 
Council meeting to address: 

1.  Research and recommend some gen-
eral parameters for what to do with 
the Excess Growth Fund Money.  For 
example, disburse it 1/3 global, 1/3 
regional, and 1/3 local. 

2. Recommend ideas on how to engage 
and bring energy to the congregation 
in ways to disburse the Excess 
Growth Fund Money.  Ideas were: 

 A. Have congregants submit  
  grant requests for giving  
  money to a specific cause or  
  charity.  The grant request  
  would explain  why they be- 
  lieve the cause is worthy of  
  the money and what good  
  outcomes it will have, etc.  A  
  committee or council would  
  review grant requests. 
 B. Have CLC youth look into  
  and make recommendations  
  on where the money should  
  go outside of CLC.  Youth  
  could be given credit for  
  money they raise and their  
  service hours could have a  
  matching gift to the youth  
  recommended cause/charity  
  (similar to the recent Lulanzi  
  dispensary fundraiser.)  A  
  committee or council  would  
  review youth recommenda- 
  tions. 
 C.  A committee or council  
  could suggest recipients for  
  the Excess Growth Fund  
  monies. 

MMSC that $10,000 from the Growth Fund 
be disbursed to the CLC Mission Endowment 
Fund to match Lulanzi and Crossing Bridges 
monies given out in 2009.  



 

  
Christ Lutheran Church  

11194 36th St. N.  PO Box 310 
Lake Elmo MN  55042 
651/777-2881 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

  
NON PROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 
PAID 

LAKE ELMO MN  
PERMIT NO. 1 

 TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL    
     

 

  Christmas Festival Worship  
 Pastor Julie Rogness, presiding minister 

 

Come, celebrate with us the Savior’s birth! 
 

 Christmas Eve, December 24 – 

 3:30 p.m. – Family Worship 
with music by Sunday School Children, Children’s Choir and CLC Brass 

 5:00 p.m. – Candlelight Worship with Holy Communion 
with music by the Bingea Family, Youth Singers, Handbells and CLC Brass 

 11:00 p.m. – Candlelight Worship with Holy Communion 
with music by the Chancel Choir, Bells of Joy Handbell Choir and CLC Brass 

 

Christmas Day, December 25 –  

  10:00 a.m. – Worship with Holy Communion 
  with music by the Gilbertson Family and Arline Beutel 
 

For lo!  The days are hast’ning on, by prophets seen of old, 

when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold, 

when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, 

and all the world give back the song which now the angels sing. 

 

Sunday School 
Christmas Program 

Presented by Singers and    
Instrumentalists from            

Christ Lutheran                
Sunday School 

 

“O Wondrous Mystery!” 
 

 

Sunday, December 13 

10:30 a.m. Service 


