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Drama and the Gospel         by Pastor Julie Rogness 
 

One of my favorite books is Frederick Buechner’s Telling the Truth: The Gospel 
as Tragedy, Comedy and Fairy Tale.  I will admit I am naturally drawn to 
Buechner’s wit, sarcasm and imagination so for me he writes in a way that makes 
me smile and giggle through the pages.  He describes Zaccheus (you know the one 
up in the tree trying to see Jesus) as a “sawed-off little social disaster with a big 
bank account and a crooked job, but Jesus welcomes him aboard anyway.” 
 

We have had drama at Christ Lutheran Church this summer.  The greatest drama 
was when Pharaoh stopped by during Vacation Bible School and we pleaded with 
him to let God’s people go!  It was a powerful, fun night where leaders and       
students from around the church building were stopping by to see what all the 
fuss/drama was about. 
 

We have had the kind of church drama that happens when people misunderstand 
one another or expect something different to be happening or want greater control 
of the events of the day.  I think it was God who said, “Drama we will have with 
us always.”  It is in the book of Hezekiah but I can’t remember the chapter and 
verse. 
 

So with drama, and drama and Gospel, and Good News I have adopted a new   
saying for the summer which will lead us into the fall.  The saying is, “If you are    
going to create drama, you must wear a costume.”  And that is what we will be  
doing! 
 

The Gospel, the whole Bible really, is filled with drama - be it tragedy, comedy or 
fairytale.  Like Sarah and Abraham having a baby in the geriatric ward and Medi-
care’s picking up the tab (to quote Buechner again).  This fall a new ministry 
comes to Christ Lutheran Church called Good News Bearers.  It will be led by our 
youthful teenagers for students in grades 3rd – 6th on Wednesday evenings.  There 
will be drama and costumes as we act out the stories of faith and hope. 
 

And if that isn’t exciting enough there will be something for Adults as well.  This 
will be an opportunity for adults to dive into the drama of the Bible in some new 
and exciting ways.  There are no plans for costumes at this point, but….. 
 

So please take time to read more about the exciting fall Wednesday night schedule 
and sign yourself up for some Gospel Drama, you’ll be glad you did. 
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In our thoughts & prayers: Helen Mathews, Jim Merkl, Vicki Meister, Bob Sitko, 
Audrey Olsen, Harvey Markgraf,  Mike Stark, Bob LePage, and Aaron Insley.    

 

Our Christian love and sympathies to the family of Jim Beers who died in August.  Our hearts 
go our to his family and friends.  May God comfort those who mourn. 

 

 

Baptized in August:  Brooks Nathan DeMars, son of Michelle and Nate Demars. 
 

 

Congratulations to our Youth Director, Michael Carmack and his new wife Missy.  They were 
married here on Friday, August 7.  May God bless their union. 

 

 

A huge thank you to our CLC family from Bonnie Kennett for everything you did to help Fred 
and me through the awful disease of ALS these last few months.  All your smiles, hugs, food, 
prayers, and offers of help are what kept us going each day. There is no way I could ever repay 
each one of you so hopefully I can pass on the help to others along the way.  

            In God's never failing love,  Bonnie 
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Rally Day, September 13, 2009 
It is time to rally together and kick off the edu-
cation year of Christ Lutheran Church.  We 
will start with one service at 9:00 a.m., then 
continue with Sunday school sign-up, games 
for the whole family, exhibits in the hallway 
and Fireside Room, and breakfast in the fel-
lowship hall downstairs. 
 

We are a congregation with many God 
given talents and we would like to praise 
God for these gifts.  Do you collect cars?  Do 
you sew or quilt?  Do you preserve food, bake, 
or cook?  Do you have an interesting collection 
or hobby? How about pottery, photography, or 
wood working?  Do you have a garden, raise 
bees, do something cool with wool; let us 
know what your gift is.  We would like to fill 
the church with all of the congregational gifts 
of the spirit.  Sign up on the board in the 
narthex and plan to participate in an exciting 
day.  Let’s learn about each other and how God 
blesses us in our lives.  Exhibits can be brought 
to the church on Saturday, Sept. 12 at 9:00 a.m. 
or the morning of the 13th before 8:30 a.m. 
 

Donations of can pop for the pop toss and 
cakes for the cakewalk can be dropped off on 
Saturday, September 12 at 9:00 a.m.  Ques-
tions? Call Carrie Carlson at 770-6745 or Pas-
tor Julie at the church. 
 

 
  

“Open Scripture.   

Join the Conversation.” 
Is your Bible collecting dust?  Do you leave 
it on the bookshelf because you don’t know 
where to begin?  Do you ignore it because 
you find it difficult to understand?  Do you 
wonder how those words apply to you? 
 

If you answered, “yes” to any of these ques-
tions, you are invited to pick up your Bible, 
dust it off and join us for an hour of fellow-
ship and conversation about the Book of 
Faith.  TOGETHER we will learn various 
study methods, participate in a variety of 
activities and engage in meaningful dialog. 

 

KICK-OFF night is Wednesday, Sept. 16.  
Sign up in the narthex if you are planning 
on coming so we can get the materials be-
fore the first night. Cost to participants is 
$12.99 for the study book, which will be 
collected at the kick off 
night. 

 

If you have any questions 
please contact Carrie Carlson 
at 770-6745 or Diane Beres 
at 773-2142. 
 

Do you know where YOUR Bible is? 

 
 

Senior Lunch:  We meet on Wednesday, 
September 16 at noon for fellowship and 
food.  All seniors are welcome. 
 

 

Women’s Book Club:  We will meet on  
Monday, September 28 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
home of Jackie Kristenson to discuss The 
Robe by Lloyd C. Douglass.   
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A Gift That Keeps on Giving!     
The CLC Mission Endowment Fund is a 
perpetual fund that provides donors the 
opportunity to support our congregation’s 
mission outreach goals both now and into 
the future.  Some of our distributions since 
our inception in 2005 include but are not 
limited to: 

*Stillwater Area Food Shelf 

*CLC Youth Mission Trip 

*Lutheran World Relief 

*Union Gospel Mission Summer Camp 

*Wilderness Canoe Base 

*Lake Elmo Elementary Angel Fund 

*Feed My Starving Children 

*Southeast Asian Ministry 

*Tubman Family Alliance, Lake Elmo 
Area 

*Gift Cards to those in need within our 
community 
 

Please consider a monetary gift to the 
CLC Mission Endowment Fund.  No 
amount is too small or too large!  For 
more information, please contact one of 
the committee members.  Bill Wacker, 
Michele Hein, Mary Barber, Lori Gergen, 
Tim Wieland, or Steve Kallevang. 

 

 

Your Help is Needed!  Once again, 
Valley Outreach Food Shelf is requesting 
your help.  They are in need of these 
items:  laundry supplies, paper goods,   
toiletries, creamed soups, cold cereal, 
broths, condiments or any other items you 
can help with.  Bring the directly to the 
Food Shelf in Stillwater or to the drop off 
site here at church near the Fireside Room 
and we will get it to them.  Thank you! 
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Calling all crafters!! On September 19 & 
20, we’re planning a craft fair at CLC. It’s the 
perfect opportunity for you creative crafters to 
donate your special items to benefit a worthy 
cause. Proceeds of the sale will go to Operation 
Christmas Child (the Christmas boxes) and the 
Lake Elmo Elementary Angel Fund. Now is the 
time to begin those projects you wish to donate. 
If you have any questions, call Sharon Stebbins 
at 730-0303 or Sharon Bild at 777-2332. 
 

Healing Touch:  Terry Laidig is offering this 
ministry by appointment, day or evening.  Call 
Terry at 651/270-3751 to set up a time. 
 

Sauerkraut Supper News           
Tuesday, October 20 is the day of our annual 
Sauerkraut Supper. Please mark your calendars, 
and join your fellow members in the days and 
weeks prior to and after this date. We need all 
hands on deck, so please make sure you are in-
volved and pitch in to help make this another 
successful event. 

Sheets to sign up for each activity will be avail-
able on Rally Sunday, September 13.  It is 
hugely satisfying to be part of this CLC  team 
that accomplishes this massively popular event 
each year. There is truly something that everyone 
can do to help. 

The Sauerkraut Supper Team needs the willing 
participation of all CLC members. Please contact 
Pat Urtel or any of the team members to discuss 
your participation. 

*Sauerkraut Supper Team:  
 Dave Boorman  436-5430   
 Bill Michel  770-8251 
 Pat Urtel  439-9654 
  purtel@comcast.net  
  Ann Wieland  748-4072 
  az1wheels@aol.com  
 Ron & Joan Johnson    430-2669         
 Sue Stamness  738-0531
 Zeke Zetterlund 777-6928 



 

 

Calendar of Events: 
Sept. 11-Friday Fellowship  

Sept. 13-Rally Day 

Sept. 16-Confirmation Kickoff-Parents please come! 

Sept. 23-Confirmation 

Sept. 30-Confirmation                                                  

From The Youth Director. . . 
September Light 

Fall is officially here!  That means programs are going to be getting re-started and 
up and going again.  Not only does this mean confirmation, but also Friday fellowship, 4th, 5th 
and 6th grade programming and all of our community wide programs for the fall. So there are 
a lot of opportunities for youth to get involved here at Christ Lutheran!  Here is a quick over-
view of the program opportunities coming up for you to get involved in! 

Confirmation - A three year program for all of our youth in grades 7-9.  We meet 
every Wednesday for an in depth conversation over the topic of the day – either from the 
New Testament, Old Testament or the Small Catechism.  It’s a great time of laughing, talking and playing to-
gether!  I hope you will come join us this fall! 

Friday Fellowship - The first Friday of every month we gather in lower level for some snacks, video 
games, movies and some games.  This time is meant as more fellowship than anything else, so there is no set 
schedule for the evening, but always a good time! 

4th, 5th and 6th grade - This group is for our 4th-6th graders only!  This is usually a fun fellowship event or 
an outreach event that will take place over the first weekend of the month also.  This group will start meeting in 
October, look for more information in the coming month! 
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From the Board of Education 
 Crocodile Dock Vacation Bible School was a great success-where fearless kids shined 
 God’s light! There were almost 70 children participating from Christ Lutheran, our 
 Lake Elmo community and our First Lutheran family.  Many thanks to Betsy and Andy 
 Landherr, and to a whole crew of adult and youth volunteers who made it all possible.  
 THANK YOU! 
 
 Rally Day, Sunday, September 13:  Games, games,  games after the service on Rally 

Day- upstairs in the Sunday School area.  Please join us for lots of fun! Sunday School 
sign-up will be in the downstairs hallway.  

 
 Sunday School begins September 20. Please join us on the first day of Sunday School, 

September 20th at 9:15 a.m. with singing in the sanctuary.  All children ages 3 and older 
are welcome to join.  We are blessed to have somany wonderful volunteer teachers as 
well.  We’re looking forward to a fantastic year. 



 

By Cleone Pritchard 
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THANK YOU to Lola Whalen and Naomi Bagley for organizing the wonderful Salad Supper evening.  
Nearly 40 women enjoyed the great food, intriguing speaker, and  marvelous fellowship on a perfect 
summer evening. Our next potluck event is sure to be blessed with some wonderful hot dishes!  Put   
August 3, 2010, on your calendar for next year’s event.    
 

THANK YOU  to Naomi Bagley and Bev Nelson for their years of service on our unit board.  They 
brought great enthusiasm and dedication to their work as treasurer and mission chair.  We are grateful 
for their efforts and wish them well as they move on to other areas of service. 
 

THANK YOU to the women who have stepped forward to serve as our board in the coming year:  
President Diana Merkl ,  Secretary Cleone Pritchard,  Treasurer Sharon Dornfeld,  and Mission Chair 
Pat DuFresne.  Their guidance will help us all continue to serve, study, and thrive as Women of the 
ELCA. 
 

THANK YOU to Jackie Boorman and Sharon Dornfeld for their continuing service as study leaders 
for our 9:00 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Bible Study groups.   Their enthusiastic guidance makes these sessions 
great learning experiences for all who attend. 
 

THANK YOU  to everyone who generously provided school supplies.  Valley Outreach tells us the 
need is very great and our help is much appreciated.   THANK YOU again as you consider the Septem-
ber mission request for Health Kits.  LWR has been pleading this summer for donation of these items as 
their supply is nearly exhausted.  See the narthex bulletin board for a list of items needed.   Bring what 
you can to the box in the outer narthex.  We will take these to the October 22 cluster meeting as our ma-
terial offering. 
 

With great anticipation, our study sessions begin the 2009-10 study, “To God’s Beloved”, is an in-
depth look at Paul’s letter to the ROMANS.   These monthly lessons are a great way to be part of the 
Book of Faith initiative - Lutherans study the Bible.  The three sessions will meet on Tuesday, Sept. 1,  
(make a note on August calendar, so you are ready for this early September start)  in the Coffee Room at 9:00 a.m.,  
12:30 p.m., and 7:00 p.m.   Hostesses JoAnne Meyer, Toni Ziton, and Joan Johnson join with leaders 
Jackie Boorman, Sharon Dornfeld, and Cleone Pritchard to get this new year off to a great start.   ALL 
women of CLC are invited to come to the session that fits your schedule the best. 
 

Leader Guides ($7) and Companion Bibles ($4) have arrived.   Contact Cleone Pritchard for your 
copy or they will be available at the September study sessions.   As always, the lesson is printed in our 
magazine, Lutheran Woman Today.    If you are not yet a subscriber, contact Augsburg Fortress (800-328
-4648  or  subscriptions @Augsburgfortress.com)  and start receiving this great material.  Another special event 
to begin this new study is Bible Study Overview Day  on September 27.  This meeting at St. Mark’s 
Church in NSP features a day listening to and learning from the author of our study, Rev. Dr. Sarah 
Henrich of  Luther Seminary staff.   Registration forms are available on our bulletin board just outside 
the church office door.  Deadline is Sept. 22. 
 

And lastly, as an aide in preparing for all the good “stuff” that is planned for our coming year,  the 2009
-2010 Yearbook for our unit is now ready.  So you don’t miss out, see Cleone Pritchard for your copy  
or they will be available at the September study sessions.  Participation reaches far beyond the Bible 
Study sessions.  Know what is coming up, so that you can take part in many areas. 
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Big things are coming this fall at Christ Lutheran! 

Good News Bearers Arrives at CLC:  This exciting new program is for those currently in 3-6 grades 
and will meet every Wednesday evening from 6:30-7:30.  Good News Bearers ministry was developed 
by Pastor Tim Strommen and focuses on Bible stories through drama and small group activities.  Teens 
from CLC will be trained at TIM Team (Teens In Ministry) to help lead the youth in this ministry. 

A full Wednesday Evening Programs will begin with our kickoff on September 16, 2009 

3:45-4:20 p.m.  Kids Choir (3-6 grade)                                                               
   Homework Help, Games and Snacks                                                                                                 
4:25-5:00 p.m.  Kids Handbell Choir (3-6 grade)                      
5:00-5:30 p.m.  Youth Choir (7-9 grade)                                  
5:15-6:15 p.m.  Dinner served for all                                       
5:30-6:15 p.m.  Bells of Joy –Handbell Choir                                              
6:15-6:30 p.m.   A quick Worship Opportunity (all ages)                     
6:30-7:30 p.m.  Good News Bearers (GNB 3-6 graders)                               
6:30-8:00 p.m.  Confirmation (7-9 graders)                                                                  
6:30-7:30 p.m.  Book of Faith (Adult Bible Study Group)                                
6:15-7:30 p.m.  Servant Song                                                                                                        
7:30-9:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir        

Wednesday Night Meal Teams:  Meal teams are being formed!  These teams will take a one Wednes-
day night each month and provide a quality budget wise meal for all who will join in the dinner fun.  
Please contact Pastor Julie if you are interested or would like more information. 

 

September Sunday Worship Schedule 
Pastor Julie Rogness, presiding minister Holy Communion is shared each Sunday. 

 

Sunday, September 6 – Labor Day Weekend 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost – 9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship  

Isaiah 35:4-7a;  Psalm 146;  James 2:1-17;  Mark 7:24-37 
 

Sunday, September 13 – Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost –  

9:00 a.m. only – Special Service for Rally Sunday 
 

Sunday, September 20 – Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost -Return to Regular Sunday Worship Schedule 

8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship and 10:30 Contemporary Worship (led by Servant Song) 

Jeremiah 11:18-20;  Psalm 54;  James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a;  Mark 9:30-37 
 

  Sunday, September 27 – Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship and 10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29;  Psalm 19:7-14;  James 5:13-20;  Mark 9:38-50 
  

All Are Welcome! Bring your neighbors and friends to worship! 
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The 2009 Washington County Fair is over! Dedicated volunteers from our Christ Lutheran 
Church booth handed out more than 5,000 cookies and cups of refreshing ice water, plus an 
equal number of smiles and good wishes. Fair-goers were thrilled to choose from a great selec-
tion of Bibles and books for kids and adults, buy raffle tickets on quilts, and watch the kids win 
a prize.  
 

Comments from visitors to our booth in Building A included: “I love your booth and come for 
a cookie every year. Thank you for doing this!” “My friend won a quilt last year. I hope it’s my 
turn this time.” “Do you mean that I can have this Bible for FREE?” And that’s only a sample 
of the great remarks we hear from grateful guests. 
 

Happy winners of the quilts this year are: Ann Kasperson, Sandra Monson, Suzy Peterson, 
James Grenier, Kjerstin Berg, Mary Stewart, and Susan Taber.  
 

Thanks go to everyone who helped with this successful and worthwhile effort. Your many 
hours in the booth, fetching and carrying various supplies, and above all, your faithful commit-
ment to God and to Christ Lutheran Church are truly appreciated. And, your good humor 
helped a lot, too. We give particular kudos to Hagbergs for donating the ice we used, Tim 
Kisch for getting the backdrop, and our fabulous CLC Quilters. It’s hard to single out individu-
als for their contributions because there are many. Special thanks to Ron Johnson for spear-
heading the setting up and taking down process, Vicki Meister for all sorts of administrative 
help, Jessica Meister-booth worker extraordinaire, Mike Stebbins for picking up the cookies, 
and Bonnie Kennett and Sharon Dornfeld for advice and support all along. 
 

Our goal with this booth is to spread the love of Jesus Christ. I think we did that in fine form 
and I give humble thanks to God for all of you! 

 

Gloria VanDemmeltraadt, 2009 Washington County Fair Chair 



 

Many Ways to Define Health 

Last month I posed a few questions for you to 
ponder about health and healing. I asked; how 
do you define health? What does it mean to be 
healthy? What does it mean to be healed? Do 
healing and curing mean the same thing? Can 
healing take place in the absence of curing and 
can curing take place without healing? I hope 
you had an opportunity to explore your answers 
to these questions. 

There are many definitions of health. A few ex-
amples: 

World Health Organization (1948) “A state of 
complete physical, mental, and social well-
being and not merely the absence of disease or 
infirmity…. The optimal functioning of the hu-
man organism to meet biological, psychologi-
cal, ethical, and spiritual needs.” 

Paul Tillich (Mays, 1978, pp.3-4) “Health is not 
the lack of divergent trends in our bodily or 
mental or spiritual life, but the power to keep 
them together. And healing is the act of reunit-
ing them after the disruption of their unity.” 

Christian Medical Commission “A dynamic 
state of well-being of the individual  and the 
society; of physical, mental, spiritual, eco-
nomic, political, and social well-being; of being 
in harmony with each other, the natural envi-
ronment and with God.” 

ELCA (Health and Healthcare, 2003) “Health 
concerns the proper functioning and well-being 
of the whole person….concern for health should 
attend to the physical, mental, spiritual, and 
communal dimensions of an entire person’s well
-being.” 

As you can see, the definitions above share 
similarities. Each acknowledges that health in-
volves more than the physical body; that health 
is about wholeness.  
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Reflection activity: How does your health meas-
ure up to the definitions? How would you write 
your definition? Would you consider your self 
healthy? In what areas of your life ~ physical, 
emotional, mental, spiritual, social, environ-
mental, financial ~ could you make some health 
improvements?  

For next month, begin to think about your ideas 
on healing verses curing. Do they mean the same 
thing? Can one be cured without healing or 
healed without a cure? Think of a time when you 
experienced a mental, emotional, spiritual or 
physical health challenge. Do you recall being 
healed or cured? How did the outcome affect you 
or your family? How has your view of health, 
healing, and/or curing changed? 

September Health Observances: 

For a complete list of the many health obser-
vances for September go to 
www.nationalwellness.org 

America on the Move - Month of 
Action- challenges you, your family and your 
community to take small steps and make small 
changes to a healthier way of life. Get involved! 
http://www.americaonthemove.org 
 

Fruit & Veggie Month 
Fruits & Veggies  Matter! 
http://www.fruitsandveggiesmatter.gov 
http://www.movingtothefuture.org 
 
Healthy Aging Month 
Healthy Aging Campaign 
info@healthyaging.net 
http://www.healthyaging.net 
 
National Alcohol and Drug 
Addiction Recovery Month 
 (800) 729-6686 
http://www.recoverymonth.gov 
 

Blood Pressure Screening Sunday: August 23, 
2009 before and after 9:00 a.m. service. Stop by 
the parish nurse office to have your Blood Pres-
sure checked or to visit for a few minutes. 

Contact information: clcnurse@comcast.net or 
651-777-2881 ext. 108 
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Thanks . . . 

to Toni Ziton, Gisela Lee, Ron Johnson and Dave 
DuFresne for redoing this men’s room.  Do you 
know where it is in the church? 

 

 

 

 

Thanks . . .to all who spent time this summer cleaning out the storage room, a job well done. 
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Servants of the church-.Mike McNaughton & Ron Johnson 



 

There are a lot of opportunities coming up that I hope you will consider taking part in, if you have any questions 
about any thing, please don’t hesitate to contact me!  I am always glad to try and answer questions and thoughts!   
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The CLC Worship Board invites you to start thinking �  

Where would I like to serve in the fall of 2009? 
 

The Chancel Choir rehearses from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, beginning September 9.  If you like to sing 
and are ninth grade through adult, please give the choir a try.  We sing in a variety of musical styles, lead worship, 
and have a great time serving together.  The choir sings most Sundays between September and May.  If you are un-
able to join the choir for the entire season, please join us during Lent, Holy Week, Advent, etc., or sign up for part of 
the season. 
 

Servant Song rehearsals are from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays, beginning September 9.  If you sing or play an 
instrument and are ninth grade through adult, this may be the group for you.  The group leads the 10:30 a.m. contem-
porary service on Sundays, and uses a variety of musical styles. 
 

Bells of Joy Handbell Choir rehearses on Wednesdays, 5:30-6:15 p.m. (beginning September 9), and includes ring-
ers from ninth grade through adult.  Ringers should have some experience reading music.  If you are interested in 
learning more about handbell ringing, please contact Catherine Langord Wall. 
 

Youth Choir,  singers in confirmation or older, will rehearse and sing for special worship services throughout the 
year.  Rehearsals work around the schedule of the singers.  At this time we are rehearsing at 5:00-5:30 p.m. on 
Wednesdays, beginning September 23.  If you would like to sing or have any questions about this choir, please 
contact Catherine Langord Wall for information. 
 

3rd-6th Grade Youth Choir rehearsals will begin on September 16.  We are excited about the possibility of these 
young people getting involved in worship leadership here at Christ Lutheran Church.  Rehearsals are on Wednes-
days, 3:45-4:20 p.m. – right after school.  Parents of choir members are invited to volunteer for carpooling from the 
local elementary schools. This choir will take part in worship services about once a month, and will work toward a 
musical and other special events throughout the year. 
 

Youth Bell Choir is open to students in third grade and older who have had some experience reading music (having 
played piano or played an instrument in school).  Handbell ringing is lots of fun and a great way to serve God’s fam-
ily at Christ Lutheran Church.  Rehearsals are scheduled for Wednesdays, 4:25-5:00 p.m., beginning September 16. 
 

Assisting Ministers are scheduled to assist with worship by leading liturgy – sung or spoken – and prayers, reading, 
and assisting the presiding minister during the service, etc.  Training is available for this position. 
 

Communion Assistants, Ushers, and Greeters are also needed for worship services.  If you are interested in serv-
ing in one of these roles, please contact Vicki Meister in the office for more information. 
 

The Visual Arts Committee is studying worship and the arts in order to enhance our worship through visual arts – 
as well as serving in an advisory capacity to the Worship Board and the Property Board.  If you have questions or 
are interested in serving on this committee, please contact one of the committee members, Gisela Lee, Mike 
McNaughton, Steve Urtel, Toni Ziton, Roxanne Rosell or Catherine Langord Wall. 

 
If you are interested in any of these opportunities or in learning more about them, 

please contact Catherine Langord Wall, Director of Worship and Music 

clc_music@comcast.net  651-777-2881 
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Facilities Task Force Update                                                                                                                 

We hope you had a great summer.  The Facilities Task Force has continued to meet this summer and are 
making progress on our goals.  

As you may remember, one of the recommendations of the approved 2008 Long Range Planning Report, 
was to hire an architect to explore the feasibility phase of drafting facility improvements to enhance the 
mission, identity and purpose of CLC. 

Our task force’s purpose is to identify and work with an architect to meet this goal. 

The 2008 Long Range Plan identified the priorities to be: 

1. Improve-efficient Sunday School classrooms                                                                                         
2. Improve space for hospitality/fellowship areas                                                                                        
3.  Expansion of narthex space and a welcome center                                                                                                  
4. Handicap opener on the north entrance door                                                                                           
5. Enclose courtyard area for additional space. 

We have visited several churches to see the results of their renovation projects and to learn from their 
experiences. 

Next. We identified a list of ten architect firms with experience in church construction/renovation.  We 
held an information/walk through meeting and asked them to complete a “Request for Proposal” (RFP). 
Four firms submitted this request and we have decided to interview two of them and then make our final 
selection in September. 

In addition to the RFPs we have already received, we have developed a list of additional questions relat-
ing to our specific project.  Some of these will be:  

A. How do they plan to meet our objectives from the 2008 Long Range Plan                                           
B. Who and what is the expertise of the people who will be working on our project.                               
C. What type of design/build process have they used.                                                                                
D. What processes do they use for change orders, errors and omissions. 

We will also solicit input from references provided. 

We are getting excited to make this selection and will be making our recommendation to the church 
council. 

As we continue to make progress we will keep you informed.  If you have any questions, please contact 
any of our task force members. 

 

Mission Project:  LWR “Health Kits” 

During September, we are asking CLC members to help complete these kits which we will deliver to 
LWR in S. Paul.  Health kits have been an on-going project for ELCA support of LWR.  They are 
needed in areas such as Azerbaijan, Philippines and Thailand.  Last year donations increased by 13%, 
BUT devastating natural disasters and terrible political unrest have caused the demand for kits to in-
crease at an even greater pace.  LWR Warehouse inventory is nearly gone. 

Health kits provide basic sanitary supplies in extreme emergency situations.  Recipients are then able to 
use their meager financial resources for food and water. 

Shopping lists of the 7 items needed for a kit are available on the narthex bulletin board.  Please bring 
items you can provide to the box in the outer narthex.  THANK YOU! 



 Highlights from the Church Council Minutes from the August 11 meeting: 

Program Task Force Update – Heidi Lohmann & Barb Wemeier 
Presented the final draft of the Communication Plan for CLC 2009 Program Task Force.  Plans are to 
present an article for the LIGHT at September Council meeting; give a temple talk presentation in early 
October highlighting the plan.  The Strategies have been incorporated into a form, along with opportuni-
ties/activities, measure and who is responsible for supporting those activities.  Suggest quarterly updates 
to the council and yearly review.  This same process can be used for future strategies added to the Long 
Range Plan. 
Church-Wide Assembly – Dave Olsen 
Dave presented the agenda for the CWA for our information.                       
 
Pastor’s Report: 
 Normal pastoral duties.  In addition, worked on Web development; Fall Wednesday Night Planning; 
Rally Day Plans; interpreter needed for first Sunday of the month. 
 
    Pastor Julie will be going to jail September 24 at 10:00a.m.  Bail set at $1600 for MDA.   
                                                  ALL DONATIONS WELCOMED. 
 
Old/Unfinished Business 
Facility Task Force Update – Had 8 architects visited who will be submitting plans, and cost estimates.  
Plan to chose one by the end of the year. 
Website Update –Plan to launch initial site (phase 1) and continue working on content to be added. 
Wednesday Night Program – 2009/2010 – Working on setting up two meal teams. 
Heidi /Pastor working with 14 youth (Good news bears) to work with 3-6 grade. 
Carrie Carlson/Diane Beres – Adult Bible Study; 15 minute worship, light dinner, choirs/ new choirs. 
Lease for St. Croix Sensory –Lease extended until August 31, 2010 
 
New Business: 
Office Plans – Vicki’s cancer has returned and she will be having surgery to remove have half of her 
liver removed.  Recoup will take 6-8 weeks.   During that time 3 members of the congregation (Joyce 
Kisch, Joan Johnson and Bev Nelson) will step up to cover the office.  However, the office will be closed 
the next 3 Friday’s.  Kelly will come in once a week to pay bills.  Keep Vicki in your prayers. 
Council visit from St. Paul Area Synod in October – Want to share stories of ELCA mission sup-
ported by congregations at October Council Meeting.   
Board Chair Changes – Tom Insley needed to resign as chair of Board of Admin.  Tim Beres has 
agreed to fill the position for the rest of the year.  Kathy Laursen has chosen to resign as chair of the 
Board of Adult Ministries.  John Lasswell has agreed to serve as chair for the remainder of the year. 
Thank you to Tom and Kathy for their service and to Tim and John for taking on these responsibilities. 
 
Board Highlights/Action Items: 
Adult Ministry:  Most of the fall Forum schedule in place. 
Property:  Men’s downstairs bathroom completed.  Clean-up scheduled for next Saturday. 
Evangelism:  Successful Fair booth.  Website – reported earlier.  Spiritual Gifts – later in year. 
Education:  VBS successful.  Working on 2010 VBS and Rally Day.   
Administration:   Will make recommendation for insurance company selection in September. 
Youth:   Summer stretch had 100 participants.  Friday night fellowship continuing.  Many youth were 
station leaders and helpers for VBS.  Still looking for additional confirmation leaders.  10-12 youth to 
attend WAPO.  12 youth attending Jamaica Mission Trip. Confirmation Kick-Off Sept. 16. 
Worship:    Setting up usher and deacon training.  Revising instructions/check lists. 
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The Way it Looks from Here 
 
August 21, 2009 
Reflections on the 2009 Churchwide Assembly 
Dear Partners in Ministry,  

Take a deep breath. 

In one of the prayers that arose with regularity through the course of the Churchwide Assembly debate on sexu-
ality decisions, the prayer leader asked us to stand and breathe deeply between each prayer petition. It was a gift 
in the midst of the sometimes tense debate. 

It was also, it seems to me, a good metaphor for how we as church might best respond to these highly publicized 
and highly anticipated decisions. 

Take a deep breath. Breathe deeply. Slow down. Relax. 

By now those of you reading this have likely seen news reports of ELCA Churchwide Assembly actions on our 
ministry policies as they pertain to persons in same gender relationships. I write this note several hours after the 
assembly action. I’ve not yet seen the news reports, and I may write again in response to the public media por-
trayal of what we’ve done. 

But I want to give you a sense of what I experienced as we made our way to those votes and share a sense of the 
implications that might be helpful as you talk with those in your congregation and others. 

The 29 voting members from our synod were not of one mind. We gathered together for conversation on Tues-
day evening—after the first full day, but before any of the sexuality votes were taken. We have known that 
members of our delegation were likely to be voting differently. What became more palpable in that evening con-
versation was how deeply felt these convictions ran. Some felt ostracized and dismissed by others; all yearned 
that it wouldn’t be so. But it was…and so it was when we moved into discussion and votes on the following 
days. But the difficulty of that evening’s conversation may have served us well, in that it made more immediate 
the kind of deeply held differences that came to be expressed throughout the proceedings. 

I spoke to the assembly once during the sexuality debate, lifting up the phrase in the first resolution of the minis-
try policies that not only are we to “respect each other’s bound conscience” but also to “bear one another’s bur-
dens,” that is, to feel each other’s deep pain. On the one hand, some in our church have felt the pain of exclusion, 
while others have felt the pain of believing the church is abandoning its foundation with this step. There were 
tears in 2005 when changes were not made, and tears in 2009 when they were. At the conclusion of the final 
vote, Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson called us to come together not on the ground of our uniformity, but to-
gether on the ground at the foot of the cross. 

You’ve heard the results of the votes, but if not: 

�� The social statement Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust required a two-thirds majority vote…and received the 
vote exactly. The statement will be, I believe, an excellent piece for us to use. It makes a strong case for trust and 
responsibility, care of children, and opposition to abuse, exploitation, and promiscuity. It opposes cohabitation 
before marriage and understands marriage as between a man and woman. Those opposed were unhappy that the 
section on homosexuality described the various views held in our church, rather than declaring it to be a sinful 
condition. 

�� There were four resolutions that comprised the ministry policy decisions. The first committed us to a posture 
of bearing one another’s burdens, love of neighbor, and respecting the bound conscience of all. These four reso-
lutions required a majority to pass; this first one received a 77 percent approval. 

�� Sixty percent of the assembly voted to approve the ELCA to allow “congregations that choose to do so to 
recognize, support, and hold publicly accountable lifelong, monogamous, same gender relationships.” The sig-
nificance of this action is that it laid necessary groundwork for the consideration of the roster matter: we take 
standards of conduct for rostered persons seriously, and if those in partnered same-gender relationships are to be 



 

allowed on the roster, the church needed some clarity over the standards expected. Such committed relationships 
parallel the faithful marriage expected of heterosexual couples. 

�� In the most pivotal and difficult decision, just over 55 percent of the assembly then voted “that the ELCA 
commit itself to finding a way” for persons in these relationships “to serve as rostered leaders of this church.” 

�� The final decision was a long resolution outlining the process of moving into a policy of “structured flexibil-
ity” that would allow for implementing these decisions in a way that respects the varying convictions held around 
the church. A significant section was added to this resolution making clear a commitment that the policy revisions 
will provide for those who do not believe ministers in same-gender relationships should be rostered. This resolu-
tion then carried by a 68 percent majority. 

Margins of 55-68 percent in presidential elections are called landslides. In the church, while decisive, such margins 
are not completely satisfying. As a faith community, the church seeks to be guided by people gathered around a 
common purpose, not by winners and losers. The votes remind us that our commonality arises not from our like-
mindedness on this or any other particular issue, but on the bedrock of the gospel of a God whose saving action is 
shown to us in Jesus Christ, and on a particularly Lutheran, grace-centered expression of that gospel. 

When hard decisions are made, trust levels are often shaken…thus my encouragement to take a deep breath. Let 
me offer some thoughts on why I believe there is reason for trust to be affirmed: 

�� The process was consistently open and democratic, sometimes to the consternation of those who wanted 
church authority to dictate what could or could not be. Debate was robust, and outcomes weren’t known until an-
nounced. No outcomes were “in the bag.” The 1045 voting members made these decisions. 

�� There was impressive respect for the deep feelings of others as votes were announced. The chair reminded us 
that given the gravity of these decisions, the announcement of results should be followed by respectful silence and 
prayer, rather than clapping or outbursts, and that’s just what happened. Even though these results had been eagerly 
anticipated by some for years, response was restrained and prayerful. I think these are important signs that we care 
for each other. 

�� We have learned in our ecumenical agreements that there is great value in getting clarity about the basis for 
agreement and points of difference. The Formula of Agreement (Lutheran/Reformed agreement) gave us the help-
ful principle of “mutual affirmation and admonition.” This means that we find our unity in the recognition that the 
bedrock of our faith is clear and shared. We agree that there are important matters about which we disagree, and 
that stand in the way of fuller unity. In these matters, we agree to “mutual admonition.” This means that I agree to 
listen carefully as you “admonish” me regarding the errors in my position, and then you agree to listen as I admon-
ish you. The sexuality task force has acknowledged that we in this church have significant differences, but these 
actions, I believe, position us to be enriched by the continual spirit of “mutual affirmation and admonition.” 

�� Finally, the very depth of people’s engagement in these issues is a clear sign of people’s love of this church. I 
find hope in that, and I trust that we can continue to listen well to one another. 

I understand Presiding Bishop Hanson will also be sending an e-letter to rostered leaders on Saturday. I encourage 
you to take some time with both of these letters and consider using some of what you read with your people in the 
days ahead. 

For those who may bring strong responses, pass on my advice: take a deep breath. In the wisdom of Gamaliel (Acts 
5): If this is God-pleasing it will prove so, and if not it will fail. We can trust that clarity will come in God’s own 
time. This is, after all, the Lord’s church, not ours; we offer our best guidance and entrust all that we do and are to 
the Spirit who has always been the gatherer and sustainer of the church. 

I am confident that even as people work through responses to these decisions, the Spirit that gives life to the church 
will continue to bring us life and hope for tomorrow. 

Thank you for the privilege of serving you. 

Peter Rogness 
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Big things are coming this fall at Christ Lutheran! 
 

A full Wednesday Evening Programs will begin with our kickoff on September 16, 2009 

3:45 p.m.  Kids Choir (3-6 grade)        
  Homework Help, Games and Snacks                        
4:25 p.m.  Kids Handbell Choir (3-6 grade)                      
5:00 p.m. Youth Choir (7-9 grade)                                  
5:15 p.m.  Dinner for any all interested                                       
5:30 p.m.  Bells of Joy –Handbell Choir                                              
6:15 p.m.  A quick Worship Opportunity (all ages)                     
6:30 p.m.  Good News Bearers (GNB 3-6 graders)                                                   
  Confirmation (7-9 graders)                                                               
  Book of Faith (Adult Bible Study Group)                                                          
  Servant Song                                                                           
  Child Care (available for ages through 2nd grade)                    
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir       

Fall Worship Schedule 

Starting Sunday, September 20 

8:00 a.m.  Worship Service 

9:15 a.m.  Education /Fellowship Hour 

10:30 a.m.  Worship Service 


